XCVII. A further Account of the Cafe of 
the Family at Wattifham, in Suffolk, whofe 
Limbs mortified: In a Letter from Charl- 
ton Wolfefton, M, D. F, R. S. and Phy-- 
fician to Guy's Hofpital, to Thomas Birch, 
D> D. Secretary to the Royal Society, 

Dear Sir» Pall-Mall, Oa. 29, 1762. 

Read Nov. 1 1, | "X R. Heberden fome time fince com- 
'76.. IJ ^^„i,,t,d , letter from me, giv- 
mg an account of a moft remarkable mortification of 
the limbs, which had aiFecfled a whole family in Suf- 
folk. As the fociety may be curious to know fome 
farther particulars relating to this Angular calamity, I 
thought it might not be improper to acquaint them, 
that moft of the unhappy fufferers have furvived it. 

The father is perfedlly recovered ; except that the 
two fingers, which were particularly affected, remain 
in fome degree contraaed. 

The mother is ftill alive. In my former account 
dated April 13, I naentioned, that one of her 
feet had feparated at the ankle j and that the 
other leg was perfeftly fphacelated to within a few 
inches of the knee, but not then taken off. Some 
little time afterwards the huiband broke oifF the tibia, 
which was quite decayed, about three inches below 
the knee : the fibula was not decayed ; fo the furge- 
on fawed it off. The ftumps of both legs ftill con- 
tinue unhealed 1 and as the ends of the bones in both 
of them feem to be cariofe, and the woman will not 
confent to any farther operation, they may perhaps 
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never heal. The mortification however has not, u\ 
this limb, nor indeed in any one of thefe cafes, fpread 
beyond the original feparation. Her right arm iS 
coniiderably wafted, and the fingers contraded. 

The eldeft girl, Mary, died within a few weeks 
after I faw hen 

The fecond girl^ Elizabeth, is perfe£Uy well : the 
fores quite healed. 

The third girl, Sarah, is not yet well. Her foot 
^feparated at the articulation of the os fcaphoides with 
the aftragalus. The os calcis, and aftragalus, are 
both of them cariofe, and probably kecj);&e wound 
from healing. 

The two boys are pcrfe^Iy recovered i and feem 
in every refped: as healthy as pofilble. 

I have taken all the painis I could to Squire into 
the caufe of fo remarkable a diforder s and Mr. Bones, 
the miniftcr of the village, Who knew the family 
before this misfortune happened to them, and has 
ever fihce been indefatigable in his attention and ten- 
dernefs to them, has alfo made all the enquiry in his 
power : but we have not been able to find, that there 
was any thing particular either in their diet or man- 
ner of life, to which it could be attributed. The 
corn, with which they made their bread. Was certainly 
very bad: it was wheat, that had been cut ifi a rainy 
feafon, and had lain on the ground till many of the 
grains were black and ^totally decayed^ but many 
other poor families in the fame village made ufeof 
the fame corn without receiving any injury from it. 
One man loft the ufe of his arm for fome time 5 and 
ftill imagines himfelf, that he was affli(fted with the 
fame diforder as Downing's family: but, by what I 
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could learn from him, there feemed to be notezfovh 
for this fuppofition*. He is long fince perfedly recof 
vered^ 

lam, Sir^ 

Your moft obedient 

Moft humble fervant,. 

Charlton. WQllaftoEu 
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XCVUL Ohfervatiom on the T^ides in the 
JJland of St. Helena : in a Letter from the 
Rev. Nevil Mafkelyne, ^. M. F. R. S. to 
Thomas Birch, jD. D. Secretary to the 
Royal Soci0jy. 

Reverend Sir, 
jicadNoy. 18, Ij^TOT having met with any obferva- 

JL^ tions of the tides made in a place 
fo near the line as thky or at an iBand fituated in the 
middle of fo large an oeean^ I was defirous of mak- 
ing fome experiments on this fubjed. For this pur- 
pofe I had a poft about m foot long erefted in a con- 
venient place in the harbour before James's fort„ 
which was the propereft fituation that could be found,, 
being to the leeward part of the ifland, where fhips 
may ride at anchor fafely all the year round. 

One fide of it w:as painted black, over which white 
ilrokes were painted at the diftance of 3 inches,, 

I which. 



